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AUSTAL LTD — NAVAL DEFENCE CONTRACTS 
Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

MR P.T. MILES (Wanneroo — Parliamentary Secretary) [12.16 pm]: On Monday, 25 August 2014, I had 
the pleasure of representing the Minister for Commerce at the plate cutting ceremony for two new Royal Navy of 
Oman vessels being built at Austal Limited’s shipyard at the Australian Marine Complex in Henderson. The 
contract is for the design, construction and integrated logistics support of two 72-metre high-speed support 
vessels, with a contract value of US$124.9 million. It is a glowing testament to the marketing, design and 
entrepreneurial abilities and innovative fabrication technologies and skills of both the Austal management and 
workforce that has delivered this important overseas naval defence contract to Western Australian shores. This 
contract further endorses the Austal strategy of pursuing higher value defence vessel export opportunities and 
adds to the long list of patrol boat, littoral combat ship and joint high-speed vessel contracts secured against the 
stiffest of international competition for these highly sought after naval defence contracts. 

The Royal Navy of Oman contract coincides with the recently launched Cape Sorrell, the fourth in a series of 
eight 58-metre Cape-class patrol boats for the Australian Customs and Border Protection Service. The design, 
build and in-service sustainment contract is valued at about $330 million. The remaining four Cape-class vessels 
are at varying stages of completion and will be delivered progressively through to August 2015. 

Austal is a prime defence contractor based in Western Australia that has won major defence shipbuilding 
contracts against international competition and stands out as a beacon of innovation and international 
competitiveness in naval shipbuilding. The state government–funded infrastructure at the Australian Marine 
Complex at Henderson is integral to the success of companies such as Austal, and it should be a matter of some 
pride for all in this place that the AMC common-user facility recently celebrated its tenth anniversary, having 
delivered 26 700 local jobs and generated $1.75 billion in economic value to the state.  
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